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West Bank Community Coalition
Board of Directors Meeting
May 17, 2006
Brian Coyle Community Center

Roll Call: Todd Smith, Marvin Loxterkamp, Rosemary Knutson, Bob Metcalf, Doris Wickstrom, George
Gammans, Xan Cassiel, Susanna Dodge, Abia Ali, Mohammed Isse, Jim Ruiz, Africa Abdi- arrives during
committee reports.

Approve Agenda: Motion to approve agenda, with the movement of the Treasurer's’ Report and 2006
Budget to beginning of Agenda.
Motion Made and Seconded. Motion Carries

Treasurer’s Report: Abia clarified situation with insufficient funds within the WBCC accounts. Monthly
requests will be made to NRP Deven will be able to call the back and get the balance over the phone. Deven
will maintain a ledger and running balance. Payment request from NRP has been received by bank. Abia
reviewed the 2006 budget. $11,4020.52 will be carried over from 2005 and $5000 for 2006 will applied for a
total sum of $16,420.52. As of today we have $13,799.93 remaining . The 2006 budget includes hiring a
part-time staff person, newsletter distribution, office rent (Coyle Center is offering same office rent but with
our own office space.). See Attachment.

Motion made and seconded to_approve 2006 budget as written. Motion carries.

Beth Elliot from Minneapolis Community Planning and Economic Development presented an overview of the
Small Area plan that is being undertaken in the Cedar Riverside Community. Beth reviewed Steering
Committee- roles and Expectations and the roles of staff- city staff is the project manager and contract
manager, which means they supervise andy consultant. They are responsible for the product and will be
recommending it to the City Council. City Staff is the primary contact for the Steering Committee. Beth
Elliot can be reached by phone at 673-2442 or beth.elliot@ci.minneapolis.mn.us or contact Haila Maze,

haila.maze@ci.minneapolis.mn.us or 612- 673-2098.

The Small area Plan will be adapted to city policy. The Vision will be included in the 10 year Plan. see The
Flow Chart of the Small Area plan handout The Plan encompasses the whole neighborhood to the River. It
involves housing, economic development, zoning changes, public improvements and over arching
improvements . It will survey existing conditions and what has been done in the past It will connect with
existing Transit Oriented Development Plans. It will create a vision and conduct a Market study on how to
improve businesses, review parking problems, how connections will be made with transit stops. Xan
commented that city owned land is currently being sold. The Dania Hall lot will not be sold until after the
planning process. Parking Lot A will not being going to an RFP process until later. The city can provide
many resources for translations, flyers, publications, and interpretation for meetings. CPED is asking the
organization to appoint 3 people with a variety of strengths to the steering committee. Meetings will be one
night per month 8 members will come from city,plus Council member Cam Gordon and 1 from Public
Works. The Steering Committee will be set up in the coming weeks. It will consist of 16-18 people. Beth
would like input and ideas on planning process and how to reach the unreachable. In June NRP will be
asking community engagement questions???

Approve Minutes - Motion made and seconded to approve April 19, 2006 Minutes with correction
(resolution and was).
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VI. Officer Reports

A.

President’s Report/Executive Committee Report Jim met with Rhonda and Abia on Devens’ new
job description. She will work 40 hours per week. The WBCC office will move to a separate
space. Jim will be meeting with the NRP SC and Chairs once a month. CLIC letter from Bob
Cooper. Several members did not receive survey.

Vice President’s Report :

Xan will choose appropriate mounting for the map. Xan has designed a way finding -sign system
for the neighborhood. He presented a map and models of how they would look. Plan is based on
European model. He choose 12 things for signage and 15 locations. There is also an option fro
maps to be fitted on posts. Rosemary commented that $5000 has been set aside from LRT funds
for signage. Beth Elliot offered her assistance from the city. Xan proposes Resolution for
Signage:

Whereas, the Cedar Riverside Neighborhood is lacking in way finding or pedestrian signage;

And Whereas, the Cedar Riverside LRT station may be underutilized due to a lack of
appropriate signage;

And Whereas Cedar Riverside NRP focus group participants have identified signage as a
priority for NRP funds;

And Whereas, the Cedar Riverside Business Association (CRBA) has resolved to support the
pursuit of pedestrian signage;

Therefore Be It Resolved, that the West Bank Community Coalition asks Xan Cassiel to
pursue the development and implementation of pedestrian signage for the Cedar Riverside
neighborhood. These efforts will include: working with the City of Minneapolis, gathering
information on project costs, developing partnerships and seeking funding sources. be it
further resolved, that Xan Cassiel will report this information to the West Bank Community
Coalition Board prior to any implementation of this project.

Resolution passed by Board.

CRBA has passed a similar resolution.

VII. Committee Reports

A.

Bluff Street Park is charging along. Committee has prepared a letter for Judd Rietkert, park
planner to make it a real plan. Doris will e-mail Doreen Bower to receive copies of contract for
Adopt a Park.

LRT Lighting: Rosemary met with Larry Pogemiller to discuss funding. It is too late for bonding
proposals but group should apply for State Arts Council for funding. Neighborhood resident may
help in finding a major donor. Public Works will contract artists to begin commission of navigational

lights when funds are guaranteed.

Land Use Committee meeting was held in May. They are working on a process to inform the
community and provide for review of proposals.

Next meeting is June 5th, at 8:15 PM the the Hard Times Cafe.

Committee will respond to Land Mark proposal.
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The committee wants to work in partnership to stop development of Lot A. CPED will work with
the neighborhood during the small area planning on this issue. The issuance of the RFP will be
delayed until after the Small Area Plan is completed.

The committee will work on neighborhood boundaries.

By -Laws Committee met on May 10th to review the draft. Bob e-mailed draft By Laws and
prepared hard copy for each Board member. Members are requested to e-mail suggestions or
comments to Bob. The June 21st meeting will se aside one hour for discussion of draft By Laws.

Outreach Xan presented a mock up newsletter for distribution to the community. The board
requested a plan and budget. Motion Made and Seconded to create an Qutreach Committee
and appoint Xan as Chair. Motion passed.

NRP Steering Committee: Cedar Riverside NRP will send out a mailing for a June 13th Kick off
BBQ. The event will start at 6 - 6:30 Pm and be followed by a meeting from 6:30- 7:30 PM to
form implementation work groups.

On May 22nd the Cedar Riverside NRP will present the First Step Plan to the NRP Policy Board
for approval. It will then go the the City Council for final approval. Deven has a new job
description to bring on new staff for the First Step Plan.

VIII. Cam Gordon Report: Council member Gordon reminded the Board that on Monday May 22nd, District
Central Corridor , DCC, will be holding the first of its’ environmental impact statement hearing for the new
Transit Line.

IX.

Motion Made and Seconded. Be it resolved the, the West Bank Community Coalition-WBCC, supports
locating the West Bank, Minneapolis, Central Corridor Light Rail Station between Cedar Avenue and
19th Avenue.

Mohammed reminded the Board and Council member Gordon of the continued search for a missing Somali
woman, Sudi Abdi. Cam has assisted in the search.

Old Business

A.

Motion made and seconded to adopt five goals and Principals of CPED Eligibility as
guidelines for this years work.

Community and Capacity Building

CPED encourages groups to demonstrate efforts that:

Build a sense of neighborhood identity within their communities.

Maintain ongoing efforts to ensure inclusion of all ethnic and economic groups.

Identify the issues of significance which confront their residents, moving beyond self-interest to
activities that benefit the neighborhood as a whole.

Encourage and develop new leadership and attract new members.

Conduct activities that promote the inclusion of all age, ethnic and economic groups in the decision-
making processes of the organization, including renters. Explore new methods to stimulate
participation.

Maintain an organizational structure and election process that maximizes opportunities for all
residents to become involved.

Build bridges among neighbors and diverse communities within the neighborhood and work
cooperatively on common issues with other neighborhood groups.

Expand the group's abilities through self-assessment and evaluation.
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Help build a strong neighborhood organization.

Work to develop a more diverse and representative board of directors.
Increase communication and notification to neighborhood citizens.
Oversee adequate and genuine citizen input opportunities.

Remove barriers to participation from WBCC by-laws and documents.

X.  Tabled the Executive Committee recommendation that the Board appoint Africa Abdi as a representative of
the WBCC at the WBCDC committee on the Dania Block.

XI.  VIII. New Business
A. 2006 Budget - see Treasurers Report above.

2004 Charitable Organization Annual Report (filed with MN Office of Attorney General)
Motion Made and Seconded: The WBCC Board of Directors approves the content and
signing of the Charitable Organization Annual Report for 2004, with a correction of the
current contact information. Motion Passes.

Abia will check on filing of 2005 Report.

B. It was mentioned that meetings need to start on time and to follow the time allotments more
carefully.
Motion Made and Seconded to Adjourn the meeting. Motion Passed.

C. Adjournment 8:30P M




